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Docket Clerk
Marketing Order Administration Branch
Fru.\t and Vegetable Propms
AMS, USDA
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
STOP 0237
W~hington, DC 20250-0237

FAX (202) 720-8938
E.MAll.. moab.docketclerk@U$da .gov
INTERNET httD:/ /~ .~A~Q~~~Y

RE:

Docket No. FVO3-925-1PR
Fedora! Register Vol.70, No.1 OOJ Page 30001
Grapes Grown in a DesignRted Area of Southeastern California and ImpoJ'TedTabl': Orapcs; Proposcd Change in Rcgulat!Jry Period .

COMMENTS IN OPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Docket Clerk:

AgrltOla La Canter. opposcs the abovc rcf~nced cbftn&e in the effective date
of Table: Grape Marketing Order 925 4Uld the compan.ion Table Grape Import Regulation
4 that will furthe:r restrict table gn1pes supplied fI,)xn Chile. Agricola La C8ntera is' in
the business of exporting Chilean agricultlU'a1 commoditi~. and ships approxima1cly
96.632 bo~es of fresh table gr4pes to the U. S, during the motItba of ~ber through
April.

AlricoJa La Cetera conc~ with, and incorporates herein by reference, the
detailed ootmnents and suppon:ing data submitted by ASOEX, the Chilean Exporters
Association. Specifically, Alricola La Cetera urges the agency to reject the proposed
cbangc in the regulatory period ~use:

1.

2.

3,

The Proposed Rule imposes mark~g order Standards on Chilean supplies
when no do~c varieties are available, and fue:refore constitutes a non-
tariff barrier contrary to the te:m1$ of WTO Agreements end the U.S.-CbiJe
~e Trade Agreement.
The Proposed Rule assesses in&~on fees sta11ing April 1 when no
domestic supplies a.re bt!ing so charged, and thereby violates Article III
and Article vm of GATT 1994.
The chang, in the beginnini effective date ofMarkcting Order 925 and
Table Grape Import Regulation 4 from April 20 to Apnll will ha-vc a
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4.

5

6.

7.

8.

~~~~!~~ ). ~
direct negative impact on our bUBiness. A&Jicola La Caultr& ships 2.1U~~1!!!~ .#
boxes offtesh table grapes to the U,S. from. April 1 to April 20. Ifilib
Propo~ Rule should be adopted, the ~ated value of the table ~pes
to be excluded from shipment ~ US 20.000,00.
The Proposed Rule does not contain any evidence of circumvention by
Chilean table grapes sufficient, to wa1nU1t the proposed change.
The change in d~ from April 20 to April 1 will c~tc an artificial
shortage oft1blc: grapes since tb~ i$ no other commercially signjij~t
and reliablc supply from any source o~ ~ Chile.
The Chilean ~ supplied ftom April. 1 to the earliest commmiwJy
significant supplics of grapes from Coachella Valley in Califotnia meet
marketing specificmons from r~ chains that are more stringent in some
respects than the marketiDi order requirements.
The propo~ change Cllnnot be validly ba:s~ on a 20 yesr-old survey of
cold Storagc practices.
Th= proposed chao,se can not be jUStified under the criteria established by
the AMAA for a cbanae in the bcginning effective date of Markcting
order 925 or the CQmpanjon Tablc Grape Import Regujation 4 in view of
the record prices ~eived by Coach ell a Valley growers in the last two
~DS.

Respectfully submitted~

EmiHoSnvaR.
PIJ. Agricola La Cantera
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